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Outline 

•  rationale for global collaboration (global issues, 
intercultural understanding) and emerging 
standards 

•  taxonomy of global connection and project 
examples at each of five levels 

•  resources for identifying existing global 
projects or connecting with other global 
educators to plan your own project 

•  helpful technologies to facilitate global 
collaborative projects 

•  project planning considerations and issues 

Why Global Collaboration? 
An Issues-Based Rationale 

three forces shaping the planet (Mansilla & Jackson, 2011): 
•  flattened global economy, changing demands of 

work, need for understanding of markets, labor, 
demands of development 

•  global migration, increased exposure to cultural 
and language difference, need for understanding 
of how to coexist and work together 

•  climate instability, need for understanding of 
causes, impacts on habitats and health, and the 
role of policy and innovation to remediate 

(Partnership for 21st Century Skills, K-12 Global Competence Indicators) 

Why Global Collaboration? 
An Issues-Based Rationale 

Why Global Collaboration? 
A Co-Existence Rationale 

•  misunderstanding and intolerance of difference 
has long contributed to misguided policy, apathy, 
and violence, with threats continuing to scale 

•  people differ on the basis of: nationality, race, 
ethnicity, language, gender, sexual orientation, 
social class, spiritual beliefs, physical and mental 
ability, age, and more (KU Community Toolbox, 2015) 

•  the importance of connecting students to 
difference and providing opportunities to work 
with and understand those who are different from 
them is increasingly recognized in standards 

Some Goals of Global Collaboration 
(KU Community Tool Box, 2015) 

different but related concepts: 
•  cultural knowledge: understanding history, values, 

beliefs, behaviors of another ethnic/cultural group 
•  cultural awareness: being open to the idea of 

changing cultural attitudes 
•  cultural sensitivity: accepting differences exist 

between cultures and not assigning good/bad values 
to them; managing conflict with own beliefs 

•  cultural competence: the combination of the prior 
three elements, with an operational element to act in 
appropriate ways (behaviors, attitudes, policies) 
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•  intercultural competence is "the ability to step 
beyond one's own culture and function with 
other individuals from linguistically and 
culturally diverse backgrounds" 

•  related more or less to similar terms: 
intercultural communicative competence, 
transcultural communication, cross-cultural 
adaptation, and intercultural sensitivity 

Some Goals of Global Collaboration 
(Sinicrope, Norris, & Watanabe, 2007) 

Some Goals of Global Collaboration 
(Bennett, 2001) 

•  developmental model of intercultural sensitivity 
•  persons fall along the scale from denying 

difference and defending own beliefs to 
adapting and changing behaviors to better 
communicate with others and integration where 
cultural identity is fluid and changing based on 
context 

Some Goals of Global Collaboration 
(King & Baxter-Magolda, 2005) Increasingly Found in Standards 

K-12 Global Competence 
Indicators (Partnership for 21st Century Skills) 

•  understanding one's own culture 
and comparing/contrasting with 
others' cultural traditions 

•  investigating culture in resources (books, popular 
media, Web sites) 

•  connecting with peer groups both face-to-face 
and online 

•  integrating the prior understanding, research, and 
collaboration to explain/analyze/create 

Increasingly Found in Standards Increasingly Found in Standards 

mentioned in all Common Core ELA standards 
across K-12 levels: 
•  prepare for and participate effectively in a range 

of conversations and collaborations with 
diverse partners, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly and persuasively 
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Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  Level 1 (intra-connection within own 
classroom): helps prepare students for more 
advanced collaboration; start by co-editing wikis 
and collaborative Google documents, 
asynchronously commenting on one another's 
Voicethreads and blogs 

•  students may sit face-to-face at first, but 
eventually ask them to sit across the room from 
each other and begin to build online 
communication skills needed in geographically 
dispersed projects 

•  Level 2 (inter-connection within the school or 
geographic area), a teacher creates a project in 
which students from different classes or different 
schools in the district connect 

•  as students are in different classes/schools, they 
must rely on asynchronous or synchronous 
communication modes (e.g., discussion forums, 
document commenting, chats) 

•  these projects have a global feel, although they 
are not and students tend to be more homogenous 
than they would be in a real global project 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  math talk, high school students across 
classrooms use common wiki to share personal 
representations of math concepts by embedding 
GeoGebra animations and Jing screencast 
videos on wiki to explain their thinking 
(Lazarus & Roulet, 2013) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  Level 3 (managed global connection), teachers 
join a project someone else has planned out with 
detailed lessons and resources available 

•  in many managed projects, student-student 
connection is limited, and the teacher may upload 
student work products to share 

•  Alternate Reality project (iEARN), students 
exchange photos of each other, Photoshop global 
peers into scenes around their school, write 
captions about what life would be like for them 
in their school, send composites back to partner 
school and engage in a discussion 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  Lunch Box Project, students communicate what 
they eat for lunch in their school with other 
countries, share the ideal healthy lunch with 
instructions or video of how to prepare, then 
students attempt to make the lunch of another 
country and share the result 
(http://lunchboxproject.wikispaces.com/) 

•  Read Around the Planet, students read aloud/
share stories they've written with international 
peers using videoconferencing technology 
(McDermon, 2010) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 
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•  Machinto (iEARN), elementary students read 
books on theme of peace/war, create their own 
picture books to illustrate theme of peace and 
friendship, literature circles and sharing of poems/
stories/artwork supported by web conferencing, 
books sent to children in war-affected areas 
(Bickley & Carleton, 2009) 

•  Plant Growing Contest, students plant the same 
seeds on the same day, follow the same directions 
for care, measure and send data to other 
participants to use in analysis  
(FCIT, http://fcit.usf.edu/internet/chap4/chap4.htm) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  QuadBlogging, matches four classrooms with 
each class taking a turn as the lead blogging class 
over a week, while the other classes visit and 
comment on the blog of the lead class 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

Level 3 Resource: Global SchoolNet 

•  Global SchoolNet (globalschoolnet.org) includes 
an existing project registry to search, with a filter 
to look for projects that are currently accepting 
new registrations; or, start a new project 

Level 3 Resource: ISTE's Global 
Collaboration PLN 

•  ISTE has a global collaboration PLN that its 
members can join, with an active message board 
with frequent projects/resources shared, 
http://connect.iste.org/communities/community-
home/digestviewer?GroupId=229 

•  this community co-edits a Google sheet with a 
listing of existing collaborative projects you can 
join: http://tinyurl.com/ISTEglobalplnsheet 

•  Levels 4 and 5 (student-to-student connections, 
either teacher-managed or teacher-facilitated), 
the teacher plans a project in which students 
engage with global peers on an individual basis 

•  a level 4 project tends to be more teacher-
directed with students tasked to complete certain 
activities or placed in certain roles 

•  elementary students paired with a global partner 
in Edmodo, collaboratively write "poems for two 
voices," then create a Voicethread with both 
persons reading aloud sections of their poem 
(Richardson, 2012) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  students paired up to collaborate on digital 
artmaking, exchange photographs or graphics via 
email or discussion forum, co-edit one another's 
work to arrive at a consensus piece (Quinn, 
2011) 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 
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•  a level 5 project tends to be more open-ended 
with students working on project teams, setting 
their own rules, with teacher facilitation 

•  students from two global classes placed in small 
groups, research businesses and publicly traded 
stocks in each other's countries, co-develop a 
mock portfolio using a set budget, and track 
progress against other groups 

•  students from two global classes placed in small 
groups, research and co-edit a wiki on 
appropriate responses to climate change 

Taxonomy of Global Connection 
(Lindsay & Davis, 2013) 

•  Global Virtual Classroom lists some sample 
projects its partners can engage in (3) (e.g., 
contributing an entry to a group wiki on 
Holocaust remembrance) 

•  GVC will create a school listing for you, and you 
can browse existing partner schools to look for 
collaborators (4/5) 
https://gvc-clubhouse.wikispaces.com/Schools 

Level 3 and 4/5 Resource: GVC 

Level 3 and 4/5 Resource: iEARN 

•  International Education and Resource Network 
(iEARN) provides a fee-based platform ($100/
teacher, $400/school, per year) with a 
collaboration center and monthly newsletter 

•  search for groups actively collaborating around a 
pre-designed, facilitated project (3), or search for 
individual educator partners (4/5) 
 
 
 

•  free to search for projects to see what is 
available, but you must pay fee to join projects 

Level 3 and 4/5 Resource: iEARN 

Level 4/5 Resource: CILC 

CILC (Center for International Learning and 
Collaboration) has a free collaboration center 
where you can search for partners, http://cilc.org 

Level 4/5 Resource: CILC 

•  view posted projects for project ideas 
•  find posted projects with certain grade levels, 

countries 
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Level 4/5 Resource: ePals 

•  ePals provides a free, powerful search/filtering 
system to find other global teachers interested in 
partnering, http://epals.com/ 

Level 4/5 Resource: ePals 

Helpful Technologies to Facilitate Global 
Collaboration (Gill & Tonks, http://goo.gl/MTlDJq) 

•  co-editing virtual cork boards on prompted 
topic (padlet, lino, beeclip, dotstorming) 

•  group brainstorming/mind mapping (popplet, 
pearl trees, mind maple, procession) 

•  sharing and discussing images/video 
(voicethread) 

•  collaborative writing/authoring (mixedink, 
google docs, poetica, etherpad, wikis) 

•  synchronous whiteboards (stoodle, drawitlive, 
flockdraw, twiddla, screen leap) 

•  collaborative video editing (vyclone, wevideo, 
wirewax, watch2gether) 

•  back channel chats (todaysmeet, chatzy) 
•  online polling (polleverywhere, participoll) 

Helpful Technologies to Facilitate Global 
Collaboration (Gill & Tonks, http://goo.gl/MTlDJq) 

Helpful Technologies to Facilitate Global 
Collaboration  

•  synchronous meeting (google hangouts, zoom, 
anymeeting, big marker, meeting.io, tinychat, 
chatterous) 

•  asynchronous meeting (discussion forums, tackk 
discussion around posted content) 

•  both (twitter) 
•  social networks (fakebook, google groups) 
•  add to group-curated collections (history pin, 

google maps) 

Helpful Technologies to Facilitate Global 
Collaboration  

see these other comprehensive lists: 
•  http://www.docurated 

.com/101-free-free-try- 
online-collaborative- 
learning-tools-teachers- 
educators 

•  http://tinyurl.com/ 
KirrTech 
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Collaboration Tools in the "Real World" 

•  implications for student preparation? yes! 

Some Project Planning Considerations 

can be overcome, but need to keep in mind: 
•  different time zones 
•  different holidays/vacation periods 
•  different school day structures, scheduling blocks, 

and homework expectations 
•  different access to the Internet and technology, 

and different technology skills 
•  different languages, English skills 

Concluding Thoughts Your Project and Scope 

•  join a pre-existing project (level 3), or partner with a 
teacher and plan your own (level 4/5) 

•  Nordic/Baltic partnerships preferred, but northern 
Europe in general will be fine 

•  involve at least one of your classes, could range from 
10-30 students; more classes are fine 

•  complete your project between Feb 13 and May 21, 
and document with images, video, and products 

•  create a short 3-4 minute video summarizing your 
project, embed on your Weebly portfolio to share 

•  research consideration 


